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Impacts of Agricultural Policies in Iran National Vision Plan on
Food Security

Bita Rahimi Badr, Reza Moghaddasi, Ghalamreza Yavari & Mozhgan Alishahi'

Abstract

Food security, income distribution, desirable environment and relative increase in per capita income level are the most
important specifications of development which directly deal with agricultural activities. Agricultural sector as a food
producer in almost all countries, strategically, has special situation in any development plan, so implementation of the
agricultural strategic plans and achievement of these goals will have a positive impact on food security.

In this study, Iran food security has been estimated based on theoretical foundation of PEDA simulation model. The
use of PEDA is aimed at demonstrating the impact of implementation of agricultural policies, formulated by Planning
and Development office of Agri-Jihad department in the context of National Vision Plan, on food insecurity
population proportion by the horizon of the plan (1404). These policies are increasing investment in agricultural
sector, soil resources management, reducing losses, developing irrigation and self sufficiency. The aim is also to
compare ideal and desirable achievements with an alternative reality based upon a continuation of current trends. To
illustrate the 3 cases, 3 scenarios have been created with the PEDA model: 1- Constant Rate scenario. 2- Desirable
Scenario (implementation of goals by 25%). 3- Ideal Scenario (implementation of goals by 100%).

The results of the projection indicate that the proportion of food insecurity people in Iran, which was assumed to be
around 60 percent in the base year (1386), decreases under the Constant Rate, Desirable and Ideal scenarios and will
reach respectively by 37, 27 and 3.5 percent in 1404. Thus implementation of long—run agricultural policies has
positive effect on food security in Iran. In other words, compared to the Constant Rate scenario, if these policies
implement by 25 percent simultaneously, the food security situation will improve by 27 percent in 1404; and under
Ideal scenario, food security will enhance around 90 percent.

The results of sensitive analysis demonstrate that by increasing investment in agricultural sector, the goal of reducing
food insecurity in Iran will be further promoted.
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