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Estimating the Recreational Value of Miankaleh International Wetland Using
Heckman Two Stage Method

Seyed Ahad Mahmoudi Larimi', Mohammad Bakhshoodeh’, Reza Esfanjary Kenary’

Abstract

One of the resources with environmental importance is wetlands which play an important role in life
and survival of human being, animals and plants. In Iran there are several national and international
wetland that one of the most important ones is Miankale wetland. It has an area of 68800 hectare with 40
bird species living there. Here, using Heckman Two Stage Method, annual average Willingness to pay of
visitors of Miankale wetland is calculated and factors affect on Willingness to pay of visitors is
differentiated from factors affect on rate of Willingness to pay of visitors. Data are gathered by presence
interview or questionnaire. 78 percent of 270 selected visitors were ready to pay for entertaining usage of
the wetland and based on research results, annual average Willingness to pay of each visitor was 4250
rials. Results are indicated that annual entertaining value of Miankale international wetland is more than
956 million rials. In this study also, the most important and effective variables were proposal price
variables, income level, sex, age, education, wetland quality, and environmental interest.

JEL classification: Q51 , Q26
Keyword: Miankale wetland, Recreational value, Heckman Two Stage Method, Willingness to

pay
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