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Studying the Impact of FFS on Rice Farmer's Knowledge oF IPM in Babolsar City

Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the impact of FFS on rice farmer's knowledge of IPM in Babolsar
city. The research instrument has been designed by a questionnaire. The statistical population of the study
included all rice farmers in the Rudbost region of Babolsar city in two distinctive groups (the participants
in the FFS scheme and those who did not participate in the FFS classes). 125 and 175 farmers were
selected from the first and second groups respectively by stratified sampling method. The results of
Independent-Sample T Test show that the difference in mean of technical knowledge of IPM between the
two groups is significant at 1% level. The results of Pearson correlation test also show that technical
knowledge of IPM has a positive and significant relationship with performance, attendance in FFS classes
and attitude towards FFS but has a negative and significant relationship with experience of farming.
However, it doesn’t have a meaningful relationship with other personal characteristics such as age, area
under cultivation, income, education and land ownership. In addition, regression analysis shows that
variables performance, attendance in FFS classes, attitude towards FFS and experience of farming explain
68.7% of total variance of dependent variable.

JEL Classification: Q16 .Q13

Key Words: Farmer Field School (FFS), Technical Knowledge of Integrated Pest Management (IPM),
Attitude Towards FFS, Babolsar City.



