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Testing Consistency of Meat Demand Data with Consumer’s Preferences Theory
H. Salami and M. Tahami Pour’
Abstract

In this study, the consistency of demand for bundle of meat with consumer’s preferences theory were tested by using
non-parametric approach and revealed preferences. Data were price and per capita consumption of red meat, chicken
and fish in 1993-2006. Non-parametric tests were testing weak and strong axioms of revealed preferences. Also, the
significance of test was calculating by proposal approach by Burton and Young (1991). Results indicated that for two
cases of data weak and strong axioms of revealed preferences violated but these violations weren’t significant. So,
meat’s demand data represented rational behavior of consumers and have obtained from maximizing a stable and
well-behaved utility function and can use for estimating demand function by parametric approaches. It is
recommended to verify the hypothesis of rational behavior of consumers in the estimation of demand functions with
parametric methods, by using nonparametric methods used in this study.
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Keywords: “Consumer Behavior Revealed Preferences”,” Nonparametric Test”, “Consistency, Meat Bundle”,
“Iran”.
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