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The Estimation of economic value of historical-recreational area of Lafoor

Reza Esfanjary Kenary', Mohammad Bakhshoodeh’, Seyed Ahad Mahmoudi Larimi,’

Abstract

Waterfall and the historical recreational area of Lafoor as one of the ecotourism and geotourism
attraction of Mazandaran Province is an important tourist area in the Savadkoh County, which located in
Shirgah City, Lafoor District. Therefore, the study of the ecotourism value can be effective in predicting
of needs and tourism development in the area. In this study the economic benefits of Lafoor tourism
region were estimated using the two bounded DCCVM method. Required data were collected using
questionnaires and interviews with the 259 visitors from the area. The Results of this study showed that
visitors are willing to pay an amount equal to 7251 Rials for use in a day and the annually overall benefit
is approximately 601.833 million Rials. The present value of this overall benefit of using a social discount
rate 7.2% in Iran is more than 4333197600 Rials. Also the study showed that amount Willingness-to-pay
visitors has a direct relation and meaningful with variables such as schooling level, monthly income, the
quality of the area, tendency of the journey, age and interest to the environment, nevertheless it has a

negative and significant relationship with proposed sum.

JEL classification: Q51 , Q26
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