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Investigating the Status of the Handicrafts Production and Marketing of

Isfahan Province Nomads
Ahmad Solimanipour

Abstract

Handicraft is one of the oldest kinds of human activities that not only displays art,
culture and civilization of a community but also provides the needs and requirements of
many nations at different stages of economic development. The economic importance of
crafts in the nomadic community is for generating income and creating job
opportunities for nomadic families due to the lack of the need for expensive raw
materials and also the possibility of the employment of women and girls in most
households. . Based on this, the present study was conducted for better understanding of
type and amount of handicraft production, markets, distribution paths, determine the
share of market factors and evaluation of the efficiency of handicraft marketing of
Isfahan province nomads. The information required for the study was collected in a
survey method through filling 312 questionnaires by Qashgai and Bakhtiari nomadic
families of the province, as well as interviewing with 15 sales agents. Moreover,
descriptive and analytic methods were used for the analysis of the results. The results
showed that rug, kilim and Gabbeh were the three major products of nomads under the
study. Net share of the producers of rug, kilim and Gabbeh from the final price (Retail
price) was 7, 2 and 10 percent and marketing efficiency for the production of rug, kilim
and Gabbeh was 380, 320 and 361 percent, respectively. In marketing studies,
efficiency is the share of value added from the cost of marketing services. Therefore,
these figures show that there is no logical relationship between paid and received money
of the market agents in the industry and handicraft marketing system is inefficient under
the current conditions. Finally, the challenges facing the market of this industry were
discussed and the strategies for overcoming the problems were described in the present
study.

Kywords: Isfahan, Handicraft, Nomads, Production economics, marketing.



