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Non-farm economy: an alter native toward sustainable rural development and poor
reduction

T. Azizi Khalkheili & Gh. H. Zamani®
Abstract

Dominant activity in rural areas of Iran, like many countries, is agriculture. Considering to raising population and
limited potential in order to absorb new labor in this sector, it should be recognized other complementary
alternative causing new work opportunities for rural people. All over the world, in terms of considerable growth in
non-farm activities and its significant role to reach rura development, diversification in rural family livelihood
strategies has been considered by many development experts. Creating diversity may affect differently on rural
poor people abilities to earn sufficient income and also on social gap in rura areas, therefore, accurate
investigation and proper planning and policy making is needed for using non-farm activities potential for profit
making and improvement of rural people to enable rural family for playing significant role in future economic of
country. In this study that has been conducted by library and archival methodology, some aspects such as: Rural
economic of Iran, diversity and economic diversity concepts, determinants of economic diversity, steps of rural
non-farm economy development, connection between agriculture sector and non-farm income, effect of non-farm
economy on livelihood, non-farm economy connection with rural migration, and policies related to economic
diversity were explored. Finaly, on the basis of conclusion from the analysis, some applicable recommendations
are presented

K eywor ds: Non-farm economy, Sustainable development, Rural poor
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