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I nvestigating the Causes of Agricultural Land Use Changesin the North of Iran and
Its Economic Effects (Case Study of Babol City)

Majid Kheirinataj Firoozjah, Jafar Haghighat, Mohsen Salehi Komroodi,Ebrahim Javdan and
Valiollah Jamali Kakroodi

Abstract

According to modern theories of economic development, changing in agricultural land use as a threat to
sustainable development and should be considered. This can be a major threat to agriculture, food security and
sustainability of the resource. Land use changes in recent years taken the Ascending trend in the north of Iran.
Specifically, in Mazandaran province changing in agricultural land use (paddy fields) to the commercial centers,
residential and citrus orchards are evident. Given the importance of the issue, this study investigates the causes of
land use changes in the north of Iran. Babol city was selected as the study area and to collect the necessary
information, 100 questionnaires were completed through interviews with farmers. Findings indicate that high
production costs, prices of alternative products and paddy price are the most important factors affecting land use
changes.

JEL classification: Q15

Keywords: Farming land, Rice, Changing land use, Babol
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