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Agriculture cropsranking of Eastern Azerbaijan by using
Compar ative advantage indexes

Jafar esfahani' & Javad hosseynzad?
Abstract

Because of different economical and climatological characteristic in each region, taking step in each region based
on the comparative advantage is very important. Therefore in this study the comparative advantages of 8 main
agriculture crops such asirrigated and dry farming wheat, irrigated and dry farming barely, potato, onion, tomato
and cucumber measured using domestic resource cost (DRC) and aggregate advantage index(AAl) for 2006-
2007by using the agriculture ministry, central bank of Iran, Iran's customs and food and agriculture organization’
data. Then these crops ranked based on comparative advantage index. The result of this study indicated that
ranking these crops based on DRC, dry farming wheat, dry and irrigated farming had no comparative advantage.
Cucumber, tomato had most comparative advantage among the investigated products. Ranking this crop based on
(AAI) showed that onion, dry farming wheat and tomato had most comparative advantage among the investigated
products. According to the AAI if self-sufficiency be considered, plan for developing crop with high AAI in this
province can be an effective step towards achieving this goal in the country.

JEL classification: Q18

Key worlds. Eastern Azerbaijan, Agriculture crops, Domestic resource cost, Aggregate advantage
index
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