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Affecting factors in the Process of Converting to Organic Farming : Case Study tomato
Producer in Alborz Province

Elham Sadeghi, Mohsen Shokat fadaei, Mohammad Khaledi'

Abstract

The paper aimed to the affecting factors in the process of converting to organic farming for tomato producer in Alborz
province. The statistical population were tomato producer in crop year 89-90. The collected data was analysis by
descriptive analysis and statistical t test and logit econometrics model. The results showed among 90 respondents, 38
person were willing for conversion to organic agriculture and 52 person were not willing for conversion to organic
agriculture. The results indicated that conventional farmers information in technical, management, marketing,
regulations areas related to organic products cultivation and processing is low. High risk of organic agriculture, lack
of sufficient support from government, lack of profitable for organic agriculture, lack of market opportunities,
difficult of access to information, lack of knowledge and skills needed to organic farms management have been
stated the main barriers of organic faming practices. Logit model results indicate that experience, education, hygienic
elements regard, positive attitudes to environment have been had positive and significance relation ship, and age,
chemical fertilizer and pesticides negative and significance effect on willingness for organic cultivation and
production. According to poor information among the conventional farmers in technical, management, marketing,
regulations areas related to organic products cultivation and processing have been seemed educational workshops
carrying and sufficient support from government in this are. On the other hand, government can support farmers in
conversion process and transition period by economics motivating. according to lack of market opportunities for
organic products, infrastructure development and advertisement among the consumers for organic products is
recommended.
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