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The Study of Iran's Market Access for Selected Agricultural Products within the
Framework of World Trade Organization Principles

Esmaeil Fallahi, Dr. Sadegh Khalilian, Mir Abdollah Hosseini, & Hamed Navidi"

Abstract

Market access is one of the most important parts in Agricultural Agreement of World Trade Organization. The new
rule for market access of agricultural products is "tariff only". In this study, Iran's market access for selected
agricultural products has been considered over the periods 1989-2001 and 2002-2009. For this purpose, non tariff
barriers used in the trade policy of agricultural products imports have been identified in two areas of protective and
non protective non tariff commercial barriers. Then, tariff equivalents have been calculated and compared for 17
selected agricultural products over the mentioned periods. The most important results show that the tariff equivalents
for most of the agricultural products are very low and even negative over the period 1989-2001 and a substantial
latent tax has been imposed for some products indicating government’s non supportive commercial policy of
agricultural products over this period. On the other hand, tariff equivalents of strategic products and of important
consumption products such as wheat, barley, maize, rice, lentil, potato, chicken meat, and cattle meat have been
positive over the period 2002-2009 showing the governmental protection of these products. Finally, it is suggested
that the agricultural sector is protected through a variety of alternative tools instead of one or some specific tools.
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