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Estimating Willingness to Pay to Preserve HARAZ River

Alireza Valizadeh & Morteza Molaei”

Abstract

Rivers are one of the most important natural resources. These ecosystems are not only included plants and animals inside the
river, but also, include flood plains and wetlands that are fed by floods and groundwater dependent ecosystems too. In this paper,
willingness to pay for preserving Haraz river estimated using contingent valuation method and 261 questionnaire that filled in
Amol city. To estimate the models, Logit econometric model used two linear and logarithmic functional forms. Results show that
the percentage of right prediction of the linear and logarithmic models are 73 and 78 percents, respectively, and willingness to pay
using linear model is 61580 Rls and using logarithmic model is 52600 Rls.

Keywords: Haraz River, Contingent Valuation Method, Willingness to Pay
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