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Agricultural Water Poverty: The Challenge of Agricultural Policies

Masoumeh Forouzani and Ezatollah Karami *

Abstarct

Water scarcity has emerged as a major environmental constraint in the globe in recent years. This problem, especially,
is of great importance in our country which is located in the arid and semi-arid area of the world with heavy
dependence on agriculture. Water is the most important element to agricultural and economic development for almost
the entire Iranian rural areas. During three last decades, Iran’s agricultural sector has experienced a serious
unsustainable situation with regard to agricultural water resources. This agricultural water crisis highlights the urgent
actions to change the agricultural development planning criteria as well as agricultural policies. Using a descriptive-
analythical method, this article aimes to challenge the main criteria of agricultural development interventions and
policies, as well as offer at least a glimpse of the agricultural water sector situation in the country. Accepting the
agricultural water as the significant criterion in the agricultural development planning and considering the
prerequisites of a favorite development model, this article introduces the Agricultural Water Poverty Index as an
efficient tool to plan the agricultural development programs. Indeed, it describes the potential functions of this new
index, which in turn promote the essential changes in the decision-makers’ worldviews regarding the agricultural
development programs.
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