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Ecotourism value estimation of Shorab forest park in Lorestan province using
dichotomous choice contingent valuation method (DCCVM)

Abstract

Shorab forest park as one of the ecotourism attraction Khorramabad is a major tourist
areas in lran. Therefore, the study of the ecotourism value can be effective in
predicting of needs and tourism development in the area. The aim of this study is
estimate the ecotourism value of Shorab forest park using Dichotomous choice
contingent valuation method (DCCVM). In this study the economic benefits of forest
park Shorab were estimated using the two bounded method and to investigate the
influence factors of willingness to pay, we use logit model with maximum likelihood
approach. Required data were collected using questionnaires and interviews with the
303 visitors from the area in 2016. The result of Logit model showed that the numbers
of schooling years, income of visitors, age, interest to environment and park quality
have positive and significant effect and bid variable, household size and number of
visits, have a negative effect on willingness to pay. The Results of this study showed
that visitors are willing to pay an amount equal to 7792 Rials for use in a day and the
annually overall benefit is approximately 5.7 billion Rials. The present value of this
overall benefit of using a social discount rate 7.2% in Iran is more than 31 billion
Rials.

JEL Classification: Q5

Keywords: Dichotomous choice contingent, Logit model, Willingness to pay, Forest
Park Shorab
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