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Land fragmentation in Fars province, causes
and effects

Abrahim zare, Researcher of Fars agriculture research center.

Abstract

Inputs allocation in small and fragment farms are not reasonable.
Fragmentation have differsent causcs in any region and have not uniform
solution. Fasa county in Fars prvince with high potentional in crops
production, faces with fragmentation lands.
In this paper examines the relationship between size and fragmentation with
economic and technical efficiency of wheat, sugarbeet, corn and cotton
production. To achive the goals, using a production function approach and
corrected least square (Cols) method. Data used to estimate the models were
colleceted fram 120 representative farmers in villages in three districts in Fasa
by questionnaire and direct speaking. Using the result of questionnaire 1o
achive the reasons and formers of fragmentation and knowledge of farmers
about their restrictions and cxplore the impediments of concenteration
programs adoption and farmer opinion about success those programs. Results
show 60 percent of farms are lower than 10 hectar and dispart in more than 3
fragment, I found no difference in the economic efficiency of different farmers
groups, but gross income per hectare increase along with increase in farm size.
[ found no significant difference in technical efficiency between wheat,
suagerbeet, corn and cotton farms, but yield per hectar of these crops increase
along with size of farm. farmers believe that distance to water source and
topography are major factors in variation of farms desirability. Agrarian
reforms in 1341 is original cause of fragmentation in Fasa and increase by
heritage low. Undesirable effects of fragmentation are water losses between
fragments, unpossibilitty the mechanization and manegment of other inputs.
For addoption the concenteration programs, farmers suggest that fragments
must replace based on desirability, and go{rermem concentrate investment 1o
build the irrgation network for declean the difference in quality of lands.
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