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An Examination of Effective Factors Influencing Farmers” Membership
In Rural Production Cooperative tn Fars Province

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine effective factors influencin,
farmers’ membership in rural production cooperative in Fars province. Descriptiv.
survey methodology with questionnaire and interview were used for collection in thi
survey. Population consists of farmers living in the villages falling under the rura
production cooperatives established since the beginning of the first five year
development plan (N=1,218). A stratified random sample of (n=120) cases wern
equally selected from both member and non-member groups.

Data collection has two parts as follows: 1) Demographic information o
farmers consists of age, years of schooling and years of agricultural experience. 2
Some of the farmers’ economic characteristic contains: income, main job. area o
land, the amount of area under cultivation, number of piece of land, land ownership
degree of family cooperation in the agricultural activitics, use of credit, access
agricultural inputs, use of production inputs and use of machinery.

Content validity of the instrument was established using a panel of exper
consisting of faculty of extension education and agricultural, Tarbiat Moddares:
University and agricultural officer of FFars province. A reliability analysis, conductec
and Cronbach’s alpha value were reported 0.86 percent.

The results of the study shows that: there is a significant relationship betweer
farmers’ membership in the rural production cooperatives and “individua
characteristics (except agricultural experience); economical characteristics (except
degree of family cooperation in the agricultural activities, area of land, and the
amount of area under cultivation).
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